INTRODUCTION
a/.' revealed that formal general anaesthetic was the most popular method of anaesthesia used (44% of departments surveyed), followed by Bier's block (33%), intravenous sedation (13%) and haematoma block (7%).
Cost and time are ever increasing concerns in the National Health Service and, assuming that it can be safely performed, a local anaesthetic will save both resources compared with a general anaesthetic.
Against this background, the haematoma block seems to have gained in popularity over the last few years. This paper demonstrates the changing anaesthetic management of Colles' fracture manipulation over the last 5 years.
PATIENTS AND METHODS
A total of 150 A&E departments seeing over 35 000 patients annually were sent a postal questionnaire in April 1994, requesting details of the methods of anaesthesia used in the manipulation of Colles' fractures.
RESULTS
A total of 86 replies were received (a 58% response rate). Table 1 shows the preferred method of 
